“I THOUGHT I WAS SOLID...”
Marie-Paule having expressed the desire, a few years ago, that a spiritual letter box column appear regularly in
the paper “Le Royaume”, we thought we could draw from the invaluable treasury of letters to which she herself
replied, letters that were published over the years. Those writings, still very topical, have lost nothing of their pertinence and continue to be an important spiritual correspondence which ought to be exploited for the good of all.
LETTER TO MARIE-PAULE
It was as I listened to a conference by Brother Lemay, recorded on cassette and bearing the title, “Young People, Your
Future”, that I discovered the beauty and richness of catechesis. How true that is! I would have really liked to know in
the past what I now know today, but alas!
Brother Hervé Lemay talked about the importance of the
discernment of our vocation, of the judicious choice of friends,
both male and female, of being prudent when dating, and so
forth.
I am twenty years old. I have suffered painfully and I have
made those I love suffer too. Let me explain.
When I was attending secondary school, I felt I was being
victimized by life as it seemed to me to make no sense, to have
no meaning. As far as I was concerned, the Lord who is “the
way, the truth and the life” was absent. I could see the decadence everywhere and I immersed myself in it, thinking I would
find genuine love there. On the other hand, I was thirsting for
God; I wanted someone to teach me His marvels, but no one
could quench that thirst.
I went into drugs, alcohol, the human passions which today’s society holds out to us, and I quickly became depressed,
disgusted and fed up with this “rot” that kills the soul. I even
reached the point of considering suicide, but I begged the Lord
to change the course of my life.
To my great surprise, the Lord had reserved His delights for
me in the Army of Mary. It was among you that my prayer was
granted, under the regard of Mary, our very good Mother.
Thus, it was a new departure in my life, my conversion. My
life took on an entirely different dimension, so that I journeyed
in the Catholic Church thanks to the Army of Mary. And I was
so happy! I advanced in faith. However, a short time later, I
must admit that I took a dangerous step backwards, for I was
not listening to the judicious advice of my parents, given that I
“KNEW IT ALL”. I would tell them: “I know what I am doing.”
Oh yes. We cannot have any idea what we are getting
into when we do not listen. I did not know what I was doing. I
THOUGHT I WAS SOLID, able to advance on my own. If I had
been more humble and good, I would have obeyed my dear
parents’ counsels and I would have spared both them and me
much suffering.
Now I understand that the purpose of courtship is to enable
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two persons to get to know each other: personality, ideal and
faith, so as to eventually get married if the love of God unites
them. That was not my case. At 17, I went out with a man who
was not practising and who belonged to another religion. Our
dates were precocious and dangerous. Both of us were immature even though my friend was seven years older than I was.
I sank into a state of chaos, torn between my moral values
and the life I was living. I was deeply disturbed, caught in a
trap, unable to extricate myself from it. A tragic situation.
Fortunately, the Lord placed someone along my path who
helped me, and I was forced to make a choice. It was not easy
to break all the ties. For a year, I fought against my tendencies
by choosing solitude and tears, so as to live with God. His
grace sustained me. Now, I feel so very liberated, free!
I found out that my parents had suffered greatly over seeing
me follow the path of evil in this way. My stupidity offended my
family’s honor. I was the silly virgin who had gone off irresponsibly. Fortunately, I came back to God and to the Church with
a repentant heart, thanks to Mary.
I have not deserved the mercy and love of God who granted
me the grace of accepting me again. I thank Him for so many
blessings.
I also want to thank the Army of Mary for the formation it
gives, not only a Christian formation, but a Catholic one in the
true sense of the word; for the catechism courses, for the witness given by the movement through the practice of virtues
and the Gospel values, for having had the courage to stand
firm in spite of the relentlessness with which those who do not
understand the value of this Work try to destroy it. It is as a result of this courage that I, in turn, can profess that I am a child
of God, consecrated to the Immaculate, and show it now by a
life lived well in purity rather than debauchery, prostitution (as
a concubine) and with suicidal thoughts.
May God be blessed and praised through Mary for the work
of the Army of Mary! I pray for all of you.
X...
MARIE-PAULE’S REPLY
God is good and merciful. He calls all souls and desires to
gratify them with a lasting happiness. Your testimonial is eloquent. You sing your joy in a life that has been renewed within
a Church that is aware of the problems which affect young

people more than ever as they are the victims of a society
that is too permissive, and this attacks the ideal and the enthusiasm of youth, throwing them instead into a whirlwind of
passions, the source of untold sufferings and constant regrets.
As I read your letter, an old proverb came to mind: “If the
youth only knew... and if the old only could...”
The good upbringing received from your parents brought
you back, close to Our Lady where you found again your religious principles, the source of consolations and pure joy.
Thank God and also your parents who have held out a helping
hand to you, as well as our Army of Mary members who know
that our hearts are open to all. Sinners?... We all are! Fraternal
mutual aid is necessary, for no one knows what the future has
in store for him. Tomorrow, it may be your turn to help or counsel a friend to surpass himself or herself in a difficult situation.
Experience has taught you that it is not easy to deepen a
love when there is not the same ideal, when there is not a
shared faith in God, when each one’s personality cannot express itself harmoniously if it is not supported by values held

by each one in accordance with his principles and beliefs.
You needed to have a lot of courage in order to accept solitude, even if your decision drew tears from you. Already, we
can perceive in your testimonial an equilibrium, a stability and
a maturity which give you a sense of responsibility in a respect
of basic values which are the source of the real common good
of society.
Keep in touch with those who understood you, helped you,
counselled and loved you. That will be an important pillar of
support for you and, above all, do not neglect the spiritual
means that will strengthen your faith and increase the quality
of your love.
May your sense of fidelity, acquired with trials, lead you to
the realization of a fulfilling ideal because it has been stabilized within spiritual realities.
We rejoice with you over your new-found happiness and
we thank you for your prayers for our intentions. That is an
exchange we will place in the hearts of Jesus and Mary.
Mother Paul-Marie (Le Royaume, no. 35, October 1985, p. 3)

Letter to Marie-Paule from Raoul Auclair

(April 30, 1973)

In an era that was still that of Chivalry, God, wanting to save His kingdom of France, chose Joan,
an unknown child. The battles, although they were supernaturally engaged through their secret
causes, were fought then with weapons; and Joan received Fierbois’ sword.
But today, who could pit himself against the countless legions of the Prince
of this world? Besides, it is not his conquests, carried off in violence, which
are the most fearsome because they make martyrs, but the venom he exudes elsewhere and with which he poisons the peoples he was unable to subjugate by force.
To this other kind of war which, besides, is proper to the end of the times, a war which
Saint Paul warned us would be a war of the demons that will then have been released to
roam the earth, there corresponds the requirement for another kind of battle. For a spiritual
battle, a spiritual weapon. Which one? But we know it! The Rosary!
Mary who undertook her great Visitation to earth in the cylce of her epiphanies, in order to bring Christ the King to the nations, as in the past she brought Jesus to John and
Elizabeth, Mary came, for a large part, in order to equip us for the supreme eschatological
combat. Thus, with each of her apparitions, she would insist so as to encourage us to say
the 15-decade rosary. Finally, at Fatima, the culmination of the Marian message, she desired
to be honored with the title of Queen of the Rosary.
Thus, to this little army which must be raised in Mary’s footsteps, Mary gave a weapon,
and the smallest weapon there ever was, a weapon within the reach of the humblest, so
small even, so apparently contemptible, that the scholars, the doctors, the scribes, all the
intellectuals of the Faith, haughtily shunned it. And yet, have we not reached that point once
again, following along that path of lowliness which God exacts of us so as to be victorious
through us, under Mary’s banner, over the appalling grandeur and the inordinate power of
the Other One who, for the time being, seems to have been victorious over Christ through this disfigured world,
eaten away by the leprosy of apostasy...


During her apparitions, Mary asked that we pray much. Raoul explained:
“Has sufficient attention been given this? Has enough consideration been given to what this ‘Pray much’ means? Mary wants
much prayer. At no time does she demand of us quality, but quantity... It is not within our power to pray well... How does
one pray well when in a state of aridity, monotony, weariness, boredom, trouble or disgust? – for to pray well is a grace and
we have not merited it; but to pray much is a matter of the will, and here, yes, the effort is within our power. Of course, this
should go hand in hand with the effort to pray well, but without being shackled with the temptation to the sublime. Finally,
if the Most Blessed Virgin asked us for much prayer, it is because she needs much prayer.” (Les Épiphanies de Marie, p. 74)
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